Animal Incident Report

to the U.S. Department of Transportation

pursuant to 14 CFR § 234.13   
Period:  May 1 – 31, 2005

REDACTED

on behalf of

Continental Airlines, Inc.

P.O. Box 4607, HQSMZ

1600 Smith Street

Houston, Texas  77210

June 15, 2005

TOTAL ANIMALS SHIPPED DURING REPORTING PERIOD:       6,372

TOTAL REPORTABLE INCIDENTS DURING PERIOD:                         3

% OF REPORTABLE INCIDENTS TO ANIMALS HANDLED:                          0.047%

Incident #1:
CO (no flight involved)

May 13, 2005


Approx 9:00AM

Feline - Cat / Domestic Medium Hair









Female / 5.5yrs  Name: Buffy

Owner/Guardian:

REDACTED

Narrative Description:

Description of the Incident:

The cat escaped from its kennel while being transported to the aircraft, was injured and subsequently was treated and recovered.

Description of the Cause of the Incident:

It appears that the cat was able to open its kennel door and escape during transport.  During the escape, the cat inflicted injury upon itself by scraping its mouth on the kennel. Medical treatment was sought immediately for the animal, at Continental's expense, and after recovering from its injury, this animal was moved safely to its final destination and all transportation charges were waived.

Description of any corrective action taken:

Continental’s policy already requires cable ties for the kennel door to prevent escapes and Continental intends to continue and reinforce this policy.

Incident #2:
CO flight #14

May 15, 2005

During Flight (7:35)

Dog / Black Lab Mix










Male / 8yrs 7 mos./ Name: Cave

Owner/Guardian:

REDACTED

Narrative Description:

Description of the Incident:

Arrived off of Continental flight 14 from Honolulu to Newark Liberty deceased.

Description of the Cause of the Incident:

The dog died of natural causes, not because of transit.  A necropsy was performed on the deceased animal immediately upon arrival into Newark (with the owner's approval).  The necropsy stated that the animal appeared obese (87 lbs)  and that it suffered from degenerative cardiomyopathy with chronic epicarditis.  The animal also had acute congestion and adema of the lungs with plueritis.  The examining veterinarian's statement on the necropsy stated the following:  "This individual had a severe and degenerative heart problem.  Acute cardiovascular collapse was the likely cause of death."  This animal died of a pre-existing condition and death was not transit related. 

Description of any corrective action taken:
None.  Continental’s policy was followed.

Incident #3:
CO flight #683

May 18, 2005


Approx 12 Noon

Rodent - Rat / Gender - not available









Age – not available / Name – not available

Owner/Guardian:

REDACTED

Narrative Description:

Description of the Incident:

The rat appeared to have died of natural causes, not because of transit.  Rat was deceased upon arrival of the 1:15 flight between Houston, TX and McAllen, TX

Description of the Cause of the Incident:

Rat appeared to have died of natural causes, not because of transit.  The other rat in the same cage was unaffected by transit and arrived without incident.  The 2 rats flew from Honolulu to Houston (7:35 flight) and were observed in Houston and noted that both were fine.  They made a 1hr 45min connection in Houston and were placed in bin 1 of the flight from Houston to McAllen.  Upon arrival in McAllen, 1 of the 2 animals in the same cage was deceased.  Determined not to be transit related.

Description of any corrective action taken:

None.  Continental’s policy was followed.

